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that into account: it is characteristic of the military mind
continually to ignore human nature and cry for the moon
instead of facing modern social facts and accepting modern
democratic conditions.    And when I say the military mind,
I repeat that I am not forgetting the patent fact that the
military mind and the humane mind can exist in the same
person; so that an officer who will take all the civilian
risks, from city traffic to foxhunting, without uneasiness,
and who will manage all the civil employees on his estate
and in his house and stables without the aid of a Mutiny
Act, will also, in his military capacity, frantically declare that
he dare not walk about in a foreign country unless every
crime of violence against an Englishma*n in uniform is
punished by the bombardment and destruction of a whole
village, or the wholesale flogging and execution of every
native in the neighborhood, and also that unless he and
his fellow-officers have power, without the intervention of
a jury, to punish the slightest self-assertion or hesitation to
obey orders, however grossly insulting or disastrous those
orders may be, with sentences which are reserved in civil
life for the worst crimes, he cannot secure the obedience
and respect of his men, and the country will accordingly
lose all its colonies and dependencies, and be helplessly
conquered in the German invasion which he confidently
expects to occur in the course of a fortnight or so.   That
is to say, in so far as he is an ordinary gentleman he be-
haves sensibly and courageously; and in so far as he is a
military man he gives way without shame to the grossest
folly, cruelty and poltroonery.   If any other profession in
the world had been stained by these vices, and by false
witness, forgery, swindling, torture, compulsion of men's
families to attend their executions, digging up and mutila-
tion of dead enemies, all wantonly added to the devastation
proper to its own business, as the military profession has
been within recent memory in England, France, and^the
United States of America (to mention no other countries),
it would be very difficult to induce men of capacity and